TEN TIPS ON HOW TO PLAGIARISE SUCCESSFULLY
George MacDonald Ross, University of Leeds

1. As with all forms of crime, improved methods of detection are matched by greater ingenuity on the part of criminals. Teachers are much more on the look-out for plagiarism than they used to be, and you will need to be very crafty in order to avoid being caught. 

2. But not all teachers have taken precautions against plagiarism. The most important rule is to choose your courses carefully. Look at the objectives specified, the methods of assessment, and examples of past assignments. You will soon see that some are wide open to cheating, and that others make it virtually impossible. Obviously you should choose courses where it is easy to write good assignments by copying from readily available materials.
3. If you can find courses where the same questions are asked year after year, it should be easy to get hold of essays that got good marks, and copy them. 
4. Examiners can easily spot changes in style. If you plagiarise from more than one source, you must re-write everything in the same style. If your own English isn’t very good, this may involve inserting deliberate errors of spelling, grammar, and punctuation.
5. Do remember to avoid simple give-aways, like American spelling, out-of-date time references (e.g. ‘this century’ meaning the 20th rather than the 21st century), or context-dependent remarks, such as ‘As I said in chapter 2 . . .’

6. If you plagiarise from the internet, electronic journals, or your fellow students, this can easily be revealed by the use of plagiarism detection software. You may be able to fool the software by changing every few words (at least one in six); but this is very laborious. It is safer to plagiarise only from hard-copy sources, and you can buy a portable scanner so that you don’t have to write out everything you copy by hand.
7. Don’t plagiarise from sources your tutor is likely to be familiar with — in particular, items on the reading list. You will have to search out suitable items, but you need to bear in mind that they may have been excluded from the reading list because they were no good (at least in your tutor’s opinion).
8. Publicly available material is unlikely to have been written as an answer to the question you have been set. Before you submit the essay, check that everything you have copied is relevant to the question.

9. Most forms of plagiarism don’t cost you any money. You are entering a very different world if you pay an essay bank or a PG student to write your essays for you. In order to ensure consistency of style and standard you will need to pay the same person to do all your written work for you (which will be very expensive), and you will need to study the work carefully so that your tutor can’t catch you out by quizzing you on your submitted work. 
10. Finally, you need to calculate whether the mental effort required to guarantee that you will not jeopardise your degree and career prospects by being caught plagiarising is worthwhile. The same amount of effort put into writing your assignments yourself will probably gain you as good a grade or better; you will actually have learned something of value; and you will be able to take pride in the fact that your degree result is your own honest achievement.
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